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This is the first impression when i met them  
Matthew, i was so amazed because he can speaks English very fast.  

More surprised me that he is a Filipino, because I think he is a Chinese who  
can speak English. So, he speaks Chinese very well! He is highly organized and  

 responsible person. 
 

Kaikai Laoshi, although she was a teacher, she is very cheerful and friendly. Amazed  
me again, she is also Filipino. Even she like jokes, but she also can be serious and wise. 
Danny, have a sweet smile and very tall. He not talk to much, but sometimes he acted  

very funny. He was a great hockey player and also teach the kids to play ice skating. 
 Jin, I thought he was quiet and shy guy, in fact he is very good at dancing and can do crazy  

       things together. He is a hard worker. 
 

Bonnie, I like her because she like Elmo! I like Elmo but when i was in senior high school.  
    She is calm and looks cool, also cute when she laughing. 
 
  Sharon, I think she shy to speak, but she is very friendly and good partner. 
 
 Candy, always make me happy every time we met, because her wifi! She like to make a friends,    
  good helper and patient person.  
 

Shayne, little bit handsome and quiet guy. I thought he just want to talk with people who     
   speaks Chinese. But in fact, he want to speaks English and he like to make a jokes. I saw he is  

       a person full of curiosity. 
 
      I never expect that i can feel this happy when i get an obligation to study abroad,  

     because at the first, i thought that my responsibility would be more severe when this  
           program is scholarship, beside that, i have to bring good name of my university (Binus) 

        and my country (Indonesia) at the very first time to Cheng Shiu University, Kaohsiung,  
 Taiwan. I wish all my obligations can be done so well. 
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          “The happiest business in all the   
      world is that of making friends, and  

   no investment on the street pays larger 
dividends. For life is more than stocks 

and bonds, and love than rate percent, 
and he who gives in friendship’s name 

shall reap what he has” 
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  My name is Winston and my Chinese name is成嘉龍
.                I come from Indonesia as one of the international students 
       exchange program. Actually, there are 7indonesian students 
 exchange studying in Taiwan. I am majoring international business 
 for 4 months at Cheng Shiu University, Kaohsiung, Taiwan. I have                      
                    been in Kaohsiung for at least 2 months now, and so far I do really    
                enjoy my time here. The feeling of different culture, language,    
              transportation system, society, have made my day more challenging one.  
             Although there are a lot of events (or I call it my new life adventure)that I    
          have experienced in this beautiful city, only one incredible thing that really       
         connects to me so much after spending more time in Kaohsiung. That is all   
        a bo ut  f r ie nds h ip  a nd  I  w o uld  l i k e  to  s ha re  i n  th i s  w ri t ing . 
  
              First, the friendship with International buddies from Cheng Shiu University.   
        My new life adventure in Kaohsiung started since the moment I was landing  
        on September 4, 2013. I was picked up by the international buddies and I was   
          taken to the dormitory. The following days, the international buddies took   
           me around to the MRT stations, malls, restaurants, and even to the night  
            markets. Briefly, I could say how lucky I am to meet and know them  
              personally. They are really nice, friendly and welcoming to me. They also  
                want to spend their time to accompany me travelling many places such as  
                 Qijin island, Tainan; having a dinner together, and helping to    
                   perform Indonesian dance at the CSU University birthday. I never    
            imagine before that I am really close with them as a family because I think 

               my own personality is too serious. I am also not fancy of making friend a lot. 
       indirectly, they show me many important lessons like how to be hardworking person;   
                          how to act in teamwork; how to believe in reaching dream; how to be an independent   
                  person; how to respect other people, etc. It will be a positive thing for me returning to Indonesia. 
 
           Second, the friendship with my classmates. At the first time in class, I feel difficult for me to be able   
     to get Taiwanese friends. The big problem is the language itself. Most of my classmates can not speak  
   English properly. Besides that, I also have limitation in speaking Chinese. Why I said it so difficult? Because  
  from the experience before in my home country, especially Jakarta (big city), my classmates always do  
  anything alone and they just care with their stuff. In my opinion, Kaohsiung is also big city in Taiwan. 
That’s why, with the condition seems like Jakarta and my limitation in speaking Chinese, I   
  t h i n k  i m p o s s i b l e  o f  m a k i n g  f r i e n d s  i n  h e r e .  B u t  p r a c t i c a l l y ,  m y  m i n d s e t  i s                                                                              
totally wrong.                                         My Taiwanese classmates are really humble and fun. Moreover, with 
                                                                              their limitation speaking English, they still want to invite me 
                                                                                       togethe r  to  go  to  mus ic  concert ,  lo ve  r i ve r ,  
                                                                                                 etc. they become one of my greatest  family in 
                  Kaohsiung. 
  
 



 I arrived to Kaohsiung City last September and my first impression about this city was 
clean and not crowded like Jakarta. After that, i kept continued to compared my own 
city and this city, a little bit cruel but i hope that someday i could do something to make 
my own city as beautiful as Kaohsiung city. Because of that reason above, i really enjoy 
spending my days in here, talking, playing and laughing with my Indonesian friends 
(Cherry, Miranti, Kathleen, Berdi and Winston), my new friends from the International 
Buddies and also our lovely teacher from OIA.  

  

 Beside of that, there are so many unforgettable moment that happened in here, but the 
most unforgetttable moment for me is the Indonesian Culture Day which held on 
October 9th. That day was so spectacular for me and the other Indonesians because it 
was our first opportunity to introduce Indonesia and our college (Binus  University) to 
our new friend with a traditional dance, Indonesian food and somes videos. At that 
moment,  

 we felt that we are already  

 part of Chengshiu University 

 and international buddies  

 community eventhough we  

 can’t speak mandarin well  

 and I also felt happy  

 because I can worked  

 together with my Indonesian 

 friends, strengthen our  

 friendship and make a new  

 family in Taiwan. 
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  At the first time I came here, I thought there were many difficulty to live in here. I always keep thingking 
what will I be.  How to make friend with the others and how to communicate to other people. But when I 
arrived here , I know I’ll  have a great experience and I absolutely can broaden my knowledge too. I never 
imagined that people in Kaohsiung actually really open and warm hearted to us. Their sincerity really touch 
me. I really love to be here. Because I finally can met many people who really care for us. There is kai-kai 
laoshi, our mentor at international buddies, all of our teacher at the OIA, our teacher at kindergarten and 
all of our teacher at our department and also there is some “lao pan” at the store or restaurant who really 
kind to us and give us something special and unforgettable moments too. I already have friend from this 
country too. We often spend time together like hang out together, get lunch, dinner and sometimes we can 
share together and doing something stupid too. But that is really fun for me ^^.  

 Actually, I have met people from Indonesia too and that average person I have met here has good 
experience in this city. The people here is really kind, the food is delicious, the environment is really well 
organized and I also love snack  food and night market. I think one of more challenging experience is how to 
communicate to other, because sometimes I really shy  and sometimes I thought my English conversation is 
really bad, and I can’t speak Chinese language too. But now, I think I got more better than two months ago.  
I can express myself and involved with many activities. I encourage myself to get more better day by day. 
As a student here I have spend a great time on the Cheng Shiu campus.  I am still amazed by the facilities 
provided by the university, and also there is many activities and festivals. It is wonderful to be in modern 
classroom surrounded by student from this city. Because my classroom in here is quite different from my 
actual university.  

 Now, I already known Kaohsiung is amazing city and I have an excellent experience in here. Kaohsiung has 
been an experience that I will not forget for the rest of my life. My experience in Kaohsiung was exceptional 
and I fell in love with the city & the people. I really admire all of our teacher, especially kai-kai lao shi and 
our mentor ( Matthew and Shayne) who always really kind and care about us . I also love all of my 
Indonesian friend, they really like my brother and sister.  I couldn't be more grateful. There are a few 
people who are open hearted, youthful and really nice person. I feel very lucky to live in here and know all 
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of them. I almost didn’t want to come 
home. I feel like I got more friend and I 
have just given more sibling and family. 
But the most important is I really want to 
say thank  you to everyone in here. 
Thanks God for your plan to give me an 
opportunity to came here and met all of 
them. I really appreciate all of our 
moments. With love, Cherry Angelie. 



 My first impression about Taiwan is so strange for me , still thinking what will happen next and 
how to make a friends here . Until , finally all of us getting close each other even for Indonesian, 
spent time together for dinner ,project etc. 

 I love this photo because we just dinner together and laughing a lot at the restaurant, doing 
something stupid , singing , even meeting for Cheng Shiu Birthday how we presenting our best for 
our unversity . My first impression about Matthew is he’s kind and a bit too fast , sometime look so 
strict and angry but right now i know even when he’s looks angry it doesn’t mean that he’s angry 
and don’t mean it in a bad way,first impression about Shayne is someone who don’t want to make 
a friends with other people hahahaha and now i know he’s a really big kid and also a bad boy , and 
i also happy that i have my mama in Taiwan and it was you Kaikai Laoshi , i never feel so close with 
my laoshi because of my culture ,even when i close with my lecture in Indonesia i never feel like 
this before . 

 There’s a lot of things happen in Taiwan , but the special one for me is that i knew a lot of people , 
new friends including my sister and brother from International Business Major, new family and 
how we make our differences as one , no matter where we are come from , what language we 
spoke , we still make a friends and make beautiful moment everyday . I’m sorry for every mistake 
that i’ve ever done to all of my family here . Hope we will always keep in touch even when our 
time in Taiwan is over . 

 Maybe i can not say that i love Taiwan but i love Kaoshiung  
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• When the first time I came to Taiwan, I was so happy even though I felt a little bit tired because the 
long trip from Indonesia to Taiwan. I was happy at the time because I’ve never imagine that I’ll meet so 
many nice people here. Honestly, come to this place is not an easy thing to do. There were so many 
problems that we had faced neither in Indonesia and Taiwan, and sometimes it made me mad and 
disappointed. But that’s okay for me, because everything that happened at the time already paid by all 
of amazing moment that I got here.  

• It’s just not about exchange student program, it’s just not about studying here.  it’s about how I can 
learn something new outside my comfort zone, it’s about how I can manage my ego and attitude as 
part of Indonesian team, when I come to a new place that I’ve never visited before and there was no 
family or friends, and just because they are my first family that will be there for me until I should go 
back to Indonesia. It was not easy things to do, because as a team and as the representative of our 
country, we need to work together and care each other.  

• Being here give me some important things to remember. The first one is about knowing that as a team, 
we need to know each other deeply and even though there are disputes between us, we have to 
pressing down our ego and keep trying at least to build a communication between us, so we can find 
out the solution.  
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Unfortunately, there was no way that we found because of we just based on our perspective, and keeping up 
our ego without care of each other.  After that I realized that my first family was already separated. But, that 
was okay because the second one that I think is the most important is about finding a new family here. I’m so 
happy here just not because there is so many beautiful place that I’ve been visited, but also because of a new 
family that I’ve met here.  
Taiwanese people are the friendly people that I’ve ever met. They are so kind and welcoming us nicely, 
especially our new classmates and international buddies in Cheng Shiu University itself. When I met them at 
the first time, I felt a little bit strange because they are foreigner, they are not Indonesian, they have their 
own culture that I don’t know at all and I know that it will be difficult for me to adaptation here. But then I 
found that even though I didn’t know them at all, they still keep trying to make me feel comfortable and really 
nice to me and all of my friends from Indonesia. They are kind of enjoyable and nice people. When I was with 
them, I felt like I was at home. Not just Taiwanese, I also met friends from Thailand, Philippines, Mongolia, 
China, and Mozambique. Then, when I was with my classmate here, I felt so happy and I really enjoyed that 
time because we spent a lot of time together to make our own story here.  
 The other important thing is even though we’re from different countries and have different language, culture 
and background but we could working together as a team neither with my new family in international buddies 
and with my beloved classmate. Actually, I feel so grateful to being here and meet all of them, but I know I 
have to come back to Indonesia soon. Honestly, when the time’s coming, I might be cry  because I’ll 
remember our togetherness here, how we spent our time together, how we made joking and laughing 
together, how we did many stupid things and many more. When I go back to Indonesia, I definitely will never 
forget Kaohsiung and my family here. I’ll be missing you guys so much, so I hope that you guys maybe can visit 
us in Indonesia someday.    


